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too proud to reveal their poverty. At the end of the second world war
barely two million people were on die relief rolls. But in the prosperous
year 1948, 'the number of persons receiving public assistance reached a
record 3,500,000', stated the Federal Security Agency on May 28, 1949
in a report about 'the accelerating note of desperation in appeals on
behalf of old people and dependent children*. For, 'payments scarcely
pay the grocery bill alone'.

'The statement that malnutrition among the people of the recently
liberated cities of Europe was no worse than among those on home
relief in New York City served to shock an emergency conference
called by the Welfare Council of New York City to consider means of
getting more adequate assistance for those on city relief rolls in the
face of rising living costs', the New York Times reported on October 3,
1946. 'If anything, New York City residents uncfer home relief did
not do as well as the folks in the liberated cities of Europe*, the paper
quoted Dr Herbert Pollack of Mount Sinai Hospital.

In America, poverty always rises with peace and declines with war.
It is not surprising, therefore, that the American Public Welfare
Association reported on October 2, 1950: *in the first sixty days of the
[Korean] conflict relief loads in twenty-three cities declined 8.87 per
cent [and even] 27 per cent in Camden, N.}.'

Private charity naturally exists in die United States; and much is
made of it by those who oppose most forms of social insurance.

Eighty-two per cent of it is provided in individually small sums by
people with incomes of less than $5,000 a year, according to the Russell
Sage Foundation. Most of the credit for private charity, however, goes
to the great and small "foundations'. Some of them are financed out of
the famous endowments or inheritances of wealthy persons like Andrew
Carnegie who said in 1900, 'the man who dies . .. rich dies disgraced'
and that the millionaire should be *a trustee for the poor, intrusted for a
season with a great part of the increased wealth of the community,
but administering it for the community far better than it could or
would have done for itself*.

Many more foundations have been created in recent years, both by
individuals and corporations. There has been a veritable 'foundations
boom' since the second world war. But it is impossible to find out how
much actual good they do, either for the needy or for education, science
and other purposes, and to what extent they serve to benefit the interests
of their founders and administrators, at the expense of the taxpayer and